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College of Surgeons of East, Central and Southern Africa (COSECSA) supported by Irish Aid and the 
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI)  
 
SURGICAL TRAINING IN EAST, CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN AFRICA  
– A REGIONAL APPROACH 
 
FINAL PROGRAMME - FRIDAY 6TH MAY 2011 
 
 
09.00 – 09.30 Registration and coffee 
09.30 – 09.50 Chairman’s welcoming remarks and introduction 
Dr Frederick Mutyaba, President, COSECSA 
09.50 – 10.00 Message from His Excellency Paul Kagame, President of the Republic of 
Rwanda and Patron of COSECSA - to be read by His Excellency Ernest 
Rwamucyco, High Commissioner for the Republic of Rwanda to the United 
Kingdom 
10.00 – 10.15 Key note address  
The Lord Ribeiro, Kt, CBE, President, Royal College of Surgeons 2005-2008 
10.15 – 10.30 The current state of surgical training in East, Central and Southern 
Africa 
Professor Stephen Ogendo, Secretary General, COSECSA 
10.30 – 11.00 Surgery and health millennium development goals; A donor’s 
perspective 
Dr Diarmuid McClean, Irish Aid 
11.00 – 11.15 Coffee 
11.15 – 11.45 COSECSA’s role in surgical training in East, Central and Southern Africa 
Mr Christopher Samkange, Vice-President, COSECSA 
11.45 – 12.15 The role of the non physician clinician in surgical care in Africa 
Professor Ruairi Brugha, Principal Investigator, ‘COST Africa’ Clinical Officer 
Surgical Training Programme, RCSI 
12.15 – 12.30 Chairman’s remarks on the morning speeches and comments from the 
floor 
12.30 – 14.00 Lunch 
14.00 – 14.45 Panel Discussion – Experiences of bilateral surgical training to date. 
Representatives from five training partners 
Moderator: Professor Yusuf Kodwavwala, Executive Member, COSECSA 
14.45 – 15.15  Stories from a surgical student / Why COSECSA?  
Dr Tiyanjane Chilunjika, COSECSA MCS Student 
15.15 – 15.30   Coffee 
15.30 – 16.00 The RCSI/COSECSA Collaboration Programme – what we have all 
learned   
Professor Sean Tierney, Dean, Professional Development and Practice, RCSI 
Mr Declan Magee, Council Member, RCSI  
16.00 – 16.30  The future of surgical training in Africa, the importance of coordination 
and COSECSA’s role 
Mr Robert Lane, Programme Director for International Development & Past 
President of the Association of Surgeons of Great Britain & Ireland. Surgical 
Advisor to the Tropical Health & Education Trust 
16.30 – 17.00  Closing remarks  




This one day conference takes place at the Royal Society of Medicine, One Wimpole Street, Lincoln Place, 
London W1G 0AE, United Kingdom. Registration will take place and refreshments will be served in the Events 
Dining Room and lectures will take place in the Max Rayne Auditorium. 
 
Please note: 
 Registration for this conference is by invitation only.  
 Invitees may nominate a colleague to attend. 
 There is no charge to attend this conference.  
 
CPD Accreditation 
CPD points have been allocated to this meeting as follows: 
 Full Day  – 5.5  points 
In order to claim CPD points, delegates must sign in at the conference registration desk. 
 
Further information  
Please contact Roger Duggan, Programme Director, COSECSA/RCSI Collaboration Programme  
Email: rogerduggan@rcsi.ie Tel: +353 1 402 2262  
